
Microbiology In Nuclear waste Disposal 

MIND at SCK•CEN 
 

Katinka Wouters, Hugo Moors, Kristel Mijnendonckx, Natalie Leys 

Belgian Nuclear Research Centre, SCK•CEN, Mol, Belgium 

E-mail: kwouters@sckcen.be 

Acknowledgements: This project has received funding from the Euratom research and training programme 2014-2018 under Grant Agreement no. 66188 

ILW Bitumen Biodegradation (WP 1, part of Task 1.2) 

HLW Cement Biodeterioration or Protection (WP2, Task 2.5) 

WP3: Integration, Communication and Dissemination 

Lead: SCK•CEN 

 

SCK•CEN    ||    Boeretang 200    ||    BE-2400 Mol    ||    www.sckcen.be    ||    info@sckcen.be    ||    Posternr: 

Introduction 
 

The multidisciplinary project MIND (Microbiology In Nuclear waste Disposal) addresses key technical issues that must be tackled to support the 

implementation of planned geological disposal projects for radioactive wastes across the EU. The project targets a number of “high urgency” and 

“high importance” topics identified in the most recent IGD-TP Strategic Research Agenda, focusing specifically on the influence of microbial 

processes on waste forms and their behaviour, and the technical feasibility and long-term performance of repository components. 

Objectives 
 

WP1: Improving the knowledge base of the behaviour of organic containing long-lived intermediate level wastes  

 

WP2: Improving the knowledge base about the influence of microbial processes on high level waste and spent fuel geological disposal 

  

WP3: Integrate, communicate and disseminate results and conclusions from the above listed objectives to the broad European community  

           involved in radioactive waste disposal  
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WP1 and WP2: Experimental work at SCK•CEN 

Task 3.1  
Synthesis, evaluation,  

abstraction and integration 

Task 3.2  
Expert conceptualization  

and public perception 

Task 3.3  
Knowledge and 

information exchange 


